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and values. Their 70th Anniversary is a land-
mark achievement for this family-owned and
operated establishment that has become an
integral part of life in West Hempstead.

A celebration of the anniversary is planned
for Friday, October 27, 2000. The Riesterer
family will display a giant seven-foot, seven-
tier picturesque Birthday cake commemorating
each decade with a tier full of pictures of the
Riesterer’s legacy.

I would especially like to recognize Karl
Riesterer, Sr., the father of the family, who
has recently been installed to the position of
President of the Bakers Association of Amer-
ica. Comprised of over three thousand mem-
bers, the Bakers Association of America is the
largest baking organization in the country. I
salute Karl’s dedication that has allowed him
to reach the top of his profession.

The Riesterer family is a pillar of the Long
Island small business community and the
community as a whole. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to recognize Riesterer’s Bake Shoppe &
Cafe

´
on their 70th Anniversary.
f

RECOGNIZING CHESTER BROWN ON
THE OPENING OF THE WEST
WARD CULTURAL CENTER

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 26, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Chester Brown for the realization of
his dream with the opening of the new location
for the West Ward Cultural Center, Inc. in
Newark, New Jersey. This Sunday, October
29, 2000, will mark the relocation of a commu-
nity organization that was the realization of a
great dream by a truly remarkable man. The
West Ward Cultural Center has served the
community for over 20 years, providing food,
clothing and social services to everyone from
babies to senior citizens.

Mr. Chester Brown, the founder and presi-
dent of West Ward Cultural Center, was edu-
cated at Marywood College in Pennsylvania. A
community leader and advocate for positive
change, Mr. Brown has worked diligently over
the past 20 years helping to make a difference
in the lives of others. West War Cultural Cen-
ter’s new home stands as a tribute to his dedi-
cated efforts.

Chester Brown is also a devoted family
man. His wife, Mrs. Loucinda Brown, and their
talented daughters, Christina and Crystal,
share his community spirit. As such, Christina
and Crystal inspired the concept for the ‘‘Chil-
dren of Vision,’’ whose aim is to encourage
young people to aspire to academic excel-
lence. Christina and Crystal are student in-
structors in Journalism, Computer Science and
Cultural Arts at West War Cultural Center and
participate as mentors for the young.

Chester Brown is the son of the late Mr.
Willie Brown and his wife, Mrs. Mable Brown.
Blessed with a unique family of 16 sons and
daughters, Mr. and Mrs. Brown successfully
raised their family by working as a team. They
also took pleasure in helping others, which
earned them the respect and admiration of
many. It also set a precedent for their children,
especially Chester, to follow. Mr. and Mrs.
Brown would be proud of the admirable ac-
complishments of their son, Chester. Mr.

Speaker, Mr. Chester Brown is more than wor-
thy of receiving this honor and our praises,
and I hope that all of my colleagues will join
me in recognizing this truly remarkable man.
f
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, our Fed-
eral Government’s approach to energy re-
minds me of the teenager that has a number
of intense priorities—none of which involve fill-
ing the family car up with gas. As recent sharp
increases in prices for gasoline, heating oil,
natural gas, and electricity, and regional fuel
shortages indicate, the United States is run-
ning on empty and no one wants to pull over
and fill up the tank. In fact, running out of gas
appears to be an affirmative policy of the reg-
ulatory and land-use agencies of this adminis-
tration.

During the past decade, the Federal Gov-
ernment has actively discouraged exploration,
production, transportation and use of conven-
tional energy sources. The sudden increase in
energy costs and reliability problems are
symptomatic of a fundamentally flawed federal
energy policy with serious adverse economic
consequences that are only beginning to bub-
ble to the surface. Although the Congress pro-
tected the public from their ill-conceived Clin-
ton/Gore Btu-tax early in their administration,
Clinton and Gore appear to have achieved
their anti-people goals through restrictions on
energy production and use through the back
door. By using the regulatory powers of the
Federal agencies, the Clinton/Gore administra-
tion has increased the price of energy to all
Americans. How quickly some have forgotten
the lessons of the recent past such as the
Arab Oil Embargo of the 1970’s.

My district in Michigan has many small and
large businesses that support the automobile-
manufacturing sector. I am very aware of how
energy costs affect not just the economy, but
the very prosperity so many working Ameri-
cans have been enjoying.

Our prosperity, and particularly the driving
force of our prosperity, the manufacturing sec-
tor, which generated almost 30 percent of
growth of the gross domestic product and was
pivotal in creating 22 million new jobs in the
1990’s, is still dependent on adequate and re-
liable energy supplies at internationally com-
petitive prices. And the current situation is not
good. The loss of 133,000 net manufacturing
jobs in a broad range of industries in August,
and another 66,000 lost jobs in September, is
primarily due to higher energy costs. Because
firms cannot raise prices in this competitive
environment, they must respond to higher en-
ergy costs by reducing costs elsewhere. De-
spite the high value that is placed on Amer-
ican workers, sometimes they become the vic-
tims of bad federal energy policy.

To maintain affordable energy supplies, all
sources of energy need to be on the table.
Unfortunately, the Clinton/Gore administration
has been encouraging only the politically cor-
rect arrows in our energy supply quiver: con-
servation, non-hydro renewables and, as
‘‘transition’’ fuel, natural gas. This is an detri-

mental and dangerous energy strategy. In-
stead, in addition to continuing efforts to en-
courage energy efficient choices and develop
alternative energy sources, increasing the sup-
ply of all conventional energy sources remains
critical for sustained economic growth.

Currently, the most glaring policy disconnect
is between the projections of natural gas de-
mand over the next decade compared with
supply realities. Some of the most promising
energy efficiency technologies—combined
cycle gas turbines and this generation of fuel
cells—require natural gas. Several organiza-
tions, including the Department of Energy’s
Energy Information Administration (EIA) and
the National Petroleum Council, predict there
will be approximately a 30 percent increase in
the use of natural gas over the next 10 to 15
years. Yet U.S. natural gas production has re-
mained stagnant for the past 6 years. Canada
already has increased its exports to the U.S.
by more than 130 percent over the past 10
years, but still the supply falls short of what
experts predict we’ll need. Where will the rest
come from?

More importantly half of American house-
holds depend on natural gas for heating. The
American Gas Association estimates that their
bills this winter will increase at least 40 per-
cent over last year, and that is if we have an
average winter. In addition, our economic
prosperity itself is also in jeopardy. The tens of
millions of working Americans who depend on
natural gas for space heating, process energy,
and product feedstocks, are finding the spot
prices for natural gas increasing 2 to 3 times
over what it was in January of this year. For
many energy intensive businesses, such a
those that support America’s automobile man-
ufacturing sector, this is a very serious matter.
And this pain, this crisis, is largely the result
of the Clinton/Gore policies of the past eight
years. The Clinton/Gore administration has
systematically denied access to natural gas
resources and discouraged adding natural gas
infrastructure to bring natural gas to market.

The irony is that everyone knows where
there is plenty of natural gas, but federal poli-
cies do not allow it to be developed. The
Outer Continental Shelf and the multiple-use
public lands on the Eastern Slope of the
Rocky Mountains contain trillions of cubic feet
of natural gas reserves that cannot be pro-
duced due to moratoria or numerous Clinton/
Gore policies and regulatory actions that im-
pede or prevent their development and pro-
duction.

And natural gas is just one energy source
that suffers from federal policies. Coal and oil
resources are similarly being locked up by fed-
eral land use restrictions on multiple-use
lands. Only one new base-load coal plant and
two expansion units have been built since the
late 1980’s, and none since 1996. No new
major oil refinery has been built in 25 years.

We haven’t started construction on a nu-
clear plant in a decade, and no major hydro-
electric dam has been built in memory. More-
over, federal policies have actively discour-
aged continued operation of even existing en-
ergy facilities. For example, the relicensing
schedule for hydroelectric dams is an inexcus-
able eight years.

It seems that, for the current administration,
atrophy and diminishment are the only energy
policies they’ll consider, as indicated by their
support of the flawed Kyoto Protocol, which
would use international pressure to coerce
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Americans into massive cuts in fossil fuel use.
Unconstitutionally, this treaty has never ever
been submitted to the U.S. Senate for con-
sent, and the Clinton/Gore administration has
indicated no intention of ever submitting the
resolution to the Senate. To negotiate a treaty
against the advice of the U.S. Senate and to
have no intention of ever submitting the treaty
to the Senate for consent is blatantly and fla-
grantly unconstitutional.

Via the Kyoto Protocol, the Clinton/Gore ad-
ministration would commit the United States to
what amounts to a 31 percent reduction in fos-
sil energy use over levels otherwise projected
by 2010. I oppose the attempts by the federal
agencies to implement the protocol without
Senate ratification and without implementing
legislation. I thank my colleagues who have
continued to support reasonable limitations on
the Federal agencies that have forgotten how
fundamentally important an adequate supply
of energy is to our economic and social well-
being.

I would like to introduce into the RECORD a
resolution by the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers expressing
their concern for current energy supply poli-
cies. This resolution, which the NAM Board
adopted earlier this month, notes that in order
to sustain economic growth, this country must
have adequate supplies of energy at inter-
nationally competitive prices. I agree with their
analysis that all energy options must be on the
table for us to maintain and grow our econ-
omy, and that energy supply considerations
must be part of the overall federal regulatory
policy. I commend the attention of my col-
leagues to the NAM resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the NAM resolution
be inserted in the RECORD at this point.

RESOLUTION OF CONCERN OVER ENERGY
SUPPLY POLICIES

An adequate and secure energy supply at
globally competitive prices is necessary for
the nation’s economic growth. The NAM—
and its more than 14,000 member companies
and associations, including 10,000 small and
mid-sized manufacturers—supports the de-
velopment of markets and policies that pro-
vide adequate, reliable and competitively
priced energy resources with minimal gov-
ernment intervention. The NAM understands
the critical importance of an economically
viable mix of energy sources, consistent with
prudent environmental policies. The NAM is
concerned that current federal policies are
at odds with the fundamental need to main-
tain adequate future energy supplies for the
economy and the welfare of the American
people.

Overall, U.S. manufacturers continue to
strive for improved efficiency in the com-
petitive world marketplace, including in-
creasing energy efficiency. The remarkable
productivity gains of this past decade how-
ever, have tended to raise energy use. Simul-
taneously increasing productivity and en-
ergy efficiency in the face of foreign com-
petitive pressures has required developing
and installing innovative equipment and
processes in all aspects of the manufacturing
sector.

Despite manufacturers’ ongoing invest-
ments to increase energy efficiency, and fed-
eral and private efforts to develop economi-
cally viable alternative sources, increasing
the supply of traditional energy sources re-
mains critical in order to sustain economic
growth. For example, the Coastal Plain of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR)
and the Outer Continental Shelf should be
opened for environmentally responsible oil

and gas production. With respect to elec-
tricity, federal legislation should be enacted
that would strengthen reliability and effi-
ciency of supply, and facilitate wholesale
and retail competition as soon as possible.

Energy warning signs are not just flashing
because of this past summer’s regional elec-
tricity disruptions. Also this year, the
United States has been experiencing tight
supplies of natural gas and transportation
fuels, and the Department of Energy has
even announced plans to dip into the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve out of concern for
heating oil prices this winter. The drastic
step of withdrawing oil from the SPR is a
wake-up call that current federal policies are
jeopardizing economic growth and pros-
perity.

The current Administration has created an
unbalanced national energy policy by focus-
ing only on energy efficiency, natural gas
and non-traditional energy sources, while
limiting the development and use of other
energy sources. There are limits to how
much energy-efficiency measures and alter-
native energy sources—some of which re-
main of speculative economic viability—can
contribute to meeting the energy require-
ments of our growing nation. Of particular
concern is the policy disconnect between
projections of increases in natural gas con-
sumption to meet new energy demands, con-
trasted with current federal policies that dis-
courage the production and delivery of new
natural gas supplies. If federal policies will
not allow more natural gas to be produced
and delivered, then natural gas will not be
able to fulfill its potential to sustain eco-
nomic growth.

By undermining the development of do-
mestic oil, gas, nuclear, coal and hydro-
electric power, this Administration has cre-
ated ‘‘supply-side’’ disincentives that add up
to what is essentially a policy of planned en-
ergy dependence by the United States on for-
eign sources. Historically, the federal gov-
ernment has caused enormous economic
waste when it tries to pick ‘‘winners’’ and
‘‘losers’’ in the energy marketplace. It has
also caused waste when its energy policies
are not coordinated with other policy objec-
tives or considered in the context of eco-
nomic growth.

Current federal policies that discourage
energy supplies and distort energy consump-
tion jeopardize economic growth. To meet
the challenges of a growing population and
increasing prosperity, while ensuring na-
tional security and environmental protec-
tion, America must fully utilize all of its en-
ergy options. The next Administration and
Congress must make the availability of ade-
quate supplies of reliable and competitively
priced energy a national priority.

As adopted by the NAM Board of Direc-
tors—October 4, 2000.
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Thursday, October 26, 2000
Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

recognize Marilyn Culpepper for her dedication
to the health and well being of Monroe Coun-
ty, Alabama, citizens.

Marilyn Culpepper was appointed to the
Monroe County Hospital Board in July 1996
and elected its chairman by unanimous vote of
the board a few months later. She served as
chairman from 1997 to 2000. Mrs. Culpepper
has since moved to Mobile, and I wish her
well as she takes on new challenges.

A native of Grove Hill, Alabama, Mrs. Cul-
pepper is a 1980 graduate of the University of
West Alabama (formerly Livingston University)
and was the recipient of that school’s Alumni
of the Year Award in 1996.

Over the years, she has had several suc-
cessful careers and civic achievements. In
1986, at age 17, she was elected to the Sum-
ter County Board of Education. She was elect-
ed a second time in 1988 and served with dis-
tinction until moving to Monroe County in
1991.

In Monroe County, Marilyn Culpepper
served first as associate editor, then managing
editor of the Award-winning weekly news-
paper, The Monroe Journal. She also distin-
guished herself through community service in
several capacities. To name a few, she was
president and/or board member of the Mon-
roeville Area Chamber of Commerce, the
Monroe County Public Education Foundation,
the Monroeville Kiwanis Club (where she was
the first woman elected as ‘‘Kiwanian of the
Year’’’’). She also served as a volunteer for
the Monroe County Heritage Museums, and
for the Alabama Writers Symposium during
their inaugural year. In addition, she served in
Israel as the representative of the Monroe
County Commission and the Monroeville Area
Chamber of Commerce during performances
of ‘‘To Kill a Mockingbird.’’ Manifesting her tal-
ent, Mrs. Culpepper is a two-time recipient of
the Alabama Medical Association’s Douglas L.
Cannon Recognition for Excellence in Medical
Journalism.

As editor of the Monroe Journal and, later,
economic developer for Monroe County from
1997–2000 and as chairman of the Monroe
County Hospital Board, Mrs. Culpepper was
an advocate for accessible health care for all
citizens regardless of age, social or economic
status. She was a driving force behind expan-
sion of hospital services and creation of a
rural health clinic in Monroe County.

Under Mrs. Culpepper’s leadership, the hos-
pital in Monroeville embarked on a major ex-
pansion and construction project, the creation
of a cancer-treatment center and the develop-
ment of a diabetes support program. She also
oversaw the creation of Monroe Health Foun-
dation and has been a contributor to the foun-
dation.

Today, Mrs. Culpepper serves as executive
director of the Historic Mobile Preservation So-
ciety. Her commitment to community develop-
ment—preservation, education, and innovation
in enriching the lives of all citizens continues.
She is committed to developing a regional net-
work of cultural, civic and humanitarian efforts
to benefit all residents of south Alabama and
continues to be a friend to Monroe County and
Monroe County Hospital in this endeavor.
f

HONORING MONTE BLUM AND HIS
HEROIC SERVICE TO OUR COUN-
TRY

HON. LANE EVANS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 26, 2000
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today I honor a

great man, a real American hero. My state-
ment today is a formal ‘‘Thank You’’ to Mr.
Monte Blum, a proud veteran from World War
II. It is a thank you he has never expected or
asked for from his country.
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